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Dear Dr .  Varmus: 

Thank you f o r  your  l e t t e r  o f  August 12. I apprec iate t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  you 
a r e  undoubtedly encounter ing i n  addressing t h e  thorny issue o f  t h e  nomenclature 
surrounding t h e  r e c e n t l y  d i  scovered human r e t r o v i  ruses, 
concern t h a t  l i n k i n g  the  most r e c e n t l y  i s o l a t e d  member o f  t h i s  f a m i l y  t o  t h e  
disease t h a t  i t  undoubtedly causes has great p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a larming persons who 
may be i d e n t i f i e d  as being i n f e c t e d  w i t h  t h i s  agent. I n  f a c t ,  my exper ience i n  
s tud ies  w i t h  other  types o f  human r e t r o v i r u s e s  associated w i t h  
l y m p h o p r o l i f e r a t i v e  mal ignancies has taugh t  me t h a t  subs tan t i a l  a n x i e t i e s  a r i s e  
when a disease based nomenclature i s  used, I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  normal persons 
i n f e c t e d  w i t h  human T - c e l l  " leukemia v i r u s "  types I and I 1  a r e  q u i t e  alarmed 
when t o l d  o f  t h i s  i n f e c t i o n .  Q u i t e  f rank l y ,  f o r  t h i s  reason, I welcomed t h e  
adopt ion o f  the human T - c e l l  l y ~ p ~ t r o p h i c  v i r u s  nomenclature which has he1 ped 
enormously i n  p a t i e n t  i n t e r a c t i o n .  The same can be sa id  f o r  n o t  c a l l i n g  
HTLV-I11 t h e  A I D S  v i r u s ,  
associated disease i s  u s e f u l ,  f o r  humans, t h i s  p r a c t i c e  ' I S  probably n o t  
s u i t a b l e ,  and an a l t e r n a t i v e  should be sought. 
nomenclature such as human T-lymphotropic v i r u s  be considered. 

1 concur w i t h  your 

Un l i ke  animals where desc r ib iny  t h e  v i r u s  by t h e  

I would c e r t a i n l y  urge t h a t  some 

An a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  HTLV would i n v o l v e  developjng an e n t i r e l y  new nomenclature 
which would be "gener ic"  i n  i t s  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Thus, t h e  c u r r e n t l y  discoverd 
agents cou ld  p o t e n t i a l l y  be termed HRV1, HRV2, and HRV3 f o r  human r e t r o v i r u s  
type I, 11, and 111. The advantage o f  t h i s  "gener ic"  nomenc7ature is  t h a t  i t  
obviates t h e  r a t h e r  t i resome debate about s i m i l a r i t i e s  o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  these 
agents which a re  t o t a l l y  focused on t h e  nomenclature problem, and i t  s e t s  t h e  
stage f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  undoubtedly t h e r e  w i l l  be f u t u r e  i s o l a t i o n s  of 
r e t r o v i r u s e s  associated w i t h  diseases of many d i f f e r e n t  types and p r e s u ~ a b l y  
w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  t rophisms (e.g., non-T-cel l  t rophisms) as we l l .  

I hope t h a t  these comments w i l l  prove usefu l  t o  you i n  your undoubtedly 
d i f f i c u l t  d iscussions and nego t ia t i ons ,  



Please fee l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  upon me concerning t h i s  issue.  Best wishes. 

S i  ncere l  y, 
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